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Prepare for China’s Overseas Food 
Manufacturers Registration Under 

New GACC Requirements



• Preliminary analysis on the feasibility of importation

• Requirements of the food import regulations

Regulatory Advisory & Solution

• GACC Imported Food Manufacturer Registration Service

• Ingredient Compliance Review

• Label Review and Design

Product Compliance Review 

REACH24H Food Regulatory Service

• Overseas Manufacturer Registration Chinese Label

• Special Food Registration（Infant Formula, Health Food, FSMP）

• Pet Food Compliance

• Food Contact Material Compliance 

Product Registration

Regulatory Information Platform-ChemLinked

• Regulatory News, Expert Analysis and Interpretations 

• Database and Tools 

• Webinars and Training

• Customized report

Email: contact@chemlinked.com

mailto:contact@chemlinked.com


Brand Marketing Service

Providing one-stop solution service to help brands to establish distribution system both through General Trade and CBEC in Chinese 
market so that brand products can be exposed to consumers in all directions.

Flagship store 
Operation

One-stop solution to 
help brands to 

establish distribution 
system 

Brand Incubation

Do brand promotion 
through live-

streaming and 
endorsements

KOL/KOC 
Campaign

Tiktok, Wechat, Weibo, 
Little Red Book…

Social Media 
Marketing

Tiktok, Taobao, JD, RED, 
VIP, Kaola..
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PART 01
Overview of food importation 

requirements in China
• Major compliance duties during food importation • Import procedures via general trade
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Steps

Exporting Countries — Market access assessment (Catalogue)

Manufacturer — GACC manufacturer registration

**GACC refers to China Customs

Importer & Exporter — Register with GACC

Quarantine and inspection requirements, etc.

Laws, regulations & standards in China; Qualifications

1.1 Major compliance points during food importation (general trade)



http://43.248.49.223/

① Catalogues of food exported to China from countries or regions that meet the 
assessment and examination requirements and conduct traditional trade with China

Meat product; Aquatic product; Dairy product; Chinese medicine; Bird’s nest; Casing; Plant-based food; Bee products



http://ire.customs.gov.cn/

② Overseas manufacturer registration (be explained later)
③ Registration systems of imported food importers and exporters (see below)



④ Quarantine and inspection requirements, documents for customs clearance, etc.

⑤ Regulations and standards in China; Qualifications for certain products

• Food safety law and its implementation rules
• Law of the People's Republic of China on Import and Export Commodity Inspection
• Regulations for the Implementation of the Law of the People's Republic of China on Import and Export Commodity 

Inspection 
• Law on the Entry and Exit Animal and Plant Quarantine
• Implementation Rules of Law on the Entry and Exit Animal and Plant Quarantine
• …

Laws & regulations
Standards
Test methods
…

Ingredient (ingredient review tool)
Labeling & claims
Contaminants
Advertising
…

Food categories Qualification

Infant formula Recipe registration

Foods for special medical purpose Product registration

Health food (with function claims) Registration/Filing

Pet food MOARA Registration

Organic food Organic certificate

… …

Email contact@chemlinked.com for registration service.

Non-compliant 
reasons

https://food.chemlinked.com/database/view/1059
https://food.chemlinked.com/database/view/1060
https://food.chemlinked.com/database/view/2478
https://food.chemlinked.com/database/view/2479
https://food.chemlinked.com/database/view/2481
https://food.chemlinked.com/database/view/2482
https://www.foodcombox.com/user/login
mailto:contact@chemlinked.com


• Food Compliance Information Centre (Dashboard)
• Ingredient Check
• Ingredients Compliance Review

• Label Making
• Product Management
• Multi-language System

Functions of COMBOX (FOOD INGREDIENT TOOL)

https://www.foodcombox.com/user/login



Import procedure via general trade1.2

Regulation study
Filing of overseas 

manufacturer, 
exporter and 

importer, finish GAC 
manufacturer 

registration, etc.

On-site 
inspection

Customs declaration & 
inspection

Qualification 
certificate

Return or destroy

Customs 
clearance

Import & sales 
record

Routine 
supervision

Before 
import

During import
After 

import

Product compliance Customs declaration Market 
supervision

pass

fail

Laborator
y testing

Sampling 
inspection



PART 02

Introduction of GACC overseas 

manufacturer registration
• Significance • Application scope

• Flow chart of registration supervision • Labeling

• Alteration, renewal, suspension and withdrawal



Significance of GACC manufacturer registration

Article 96 ... Overseas food producers exporting food to China shall get registered at entry-exit inspection and quarantine 
department. The registered overseas food producers, if providing false material, or cause serious food incidents due to its 
own causes, will be removed from the registration list by the authority, and the removal will be announced by public notice.

——China’s Food Safety Law

China Customs (GACC)

GACC Decree 248— Regulations of the People's Republic of China on the Registration and 
Administration of Overseas Manufacturers of Imported Food (updated in April 2021, take 
effect on Jan 1, 2022) (English version)

• Article 4: Overseas manufacturers of imported food should get GACC registration approvals.
• Clarify duties of each party: manufacturer, importer in China, competent authority in exporting area, 

GACC

Specialized regulation

2.1

Grace 
period?

https://food.chemlinked.com/database/view/2406


Application scope

Previously only 4 types 
① Aquatic products
② Dairy products
③ Meat products
④ Bird’s nest

1. The applicable scope 
is expanded to all 
food categories.

2. Clarify the exempted
products “food 
additives and food 
related products”

Product 
scope

Manufacturer 
scope

Overseas enterprises that want to trade foods to China, including
• Manufacturer
• Processing enterprise
• Storage enterprise

Pet food?

2.2 Application scope

Exporters? 
Shipper?

Food 
ingredient?

Alcoholic drink? 
Beverage?/instan

t noodle



Applicants submit applications to GACC

GACC review (document review, video inspection, onsite inspection)

GACC grants Chinese manufacturer registration No. and notify the applicant

Manufacturer label registration No. on the inner and outer packaging of foods

2.3 Flow chart of GACC registration supervision

GACC conduct the re-examination



“Article 15
A registered manufacturer shall mark the Chinese 
registration number or the registration number approved 
by the competent authority of the country/region on the 
inner and outer packaging of the foods exported to China.”

2.4 Labeling of manufacturer registration No.

How to label the product, when the box is sold 
as the minimal sales unit?Inner and outer packaging refers to transport packaging 

and sales unit.

Sticker?



Items Description of situations Need to label registration No.?

Transport packaging

Minimal sales unit

Individual package inside the 
minimal sales unit, which can 
not be sold separately

Case Study

Yes

Yes

No

When the box is for sale while the tea bag cannot be sold separately …



Items Description of 
situations

Need to label registration No.?

Transport packaging

Individual package 
inside the sales unit, 
which can be sold 
separately

For sale as well

Yes

Yes

Case Study When the tea bag is designed for sale …

If the packaging is transparent, then no need 
to label the registration No. on the box. The 
labeling is only required on the tea bag.

If the packaging is not transparent, it is 
necessary to label the registration No.



Validity: Five Years

Alteration

• Submit alteration application through 

the registration way 

• Document: (I) A comparison table of 

registration item alteration 

information; (II) Supporting materials

Renewal

• 3-6 months before the expiration 

Document: (I) application (II) a 

statement that enterprise 

promises to continue to meet the 

registration requirements

Withdrawal

• Big food safety event

• Serious quarantine and inspection issues

• Big safety and hygiene management problems

• Failed to be compliant after rectification

• False material; hide indo

• Refuse to cooperate

• Where the registration number is lent, leased, 

transferred, resold or impersonated.

Suspension

• Non-compliant items found after 

registration

• Epidemic situation, public health 

events, etc.

2.5 Alteration, renewal, suspension and withdrawal



PART 03
Procedures to obtain GACC 

manufacturer registration approval
• Precondition for registration

• Via individual applications• Via recommendation from authorities

• Duties for each party

• Registration method



Country 
of origin

Enterprise

Effective food safety and
hygiene management system

Inspection & quarantine requirements

Evaluation of food safety management system

Subjected to effective supervision in exporting country

Legal in exporting country; meet regulations in China

Agreed upon by China’s customs and authority in exporting country

3.1 Precondition for registration



Type 1
Recommendation from the competent authority 
in exporting countries

Type 2 (newly added)
Individual application from 
manufacturers

Food categories 18 food categories

Meat and meat products, casing, aquatic products, dairy 
products, bird's nest and bird's nest products, bee 
products, eggs and egg products, edible oils and fats, 
stuffed pasta, edible cereals, industrial products of cereal 
flour and malt, preserved and dehydrated vegetables and 
dried beans, seasonings, nuts and seeds, dried fruits, 
unroasted coffee beans and cocoa beans, special dietary 
foods, health food

Except the 18 food categories 
(such as beverages, alcoholic 
drinks, biscuits)

*Note: China’s GAC is eligible to adjust the registration method and application materials of certain food categories based on the risk analysis of 
ingredient source, manufacturing technique, history data of food safety, consumption group, ways of eating, etc.

3.2 Registration method



Overseas enterprises

Overseas competent 
authorities

• If necessary, GACC can require 

other documents related to the 

food safety and hygiene system, 

like the plan for workshops, 

process flow chart, etc.

• Single form or a combination of 

document review, video 

inspection, onsite inspection, etc.

• Approved           grant a 

registration number in China.             

• Re-examination

GACC

Review the situation of enterprises

& Submit following document to GACC:

• Recommendation letter 

• A list of recommended enterprises and 

their application forms

• Identity certificate, e.g. business license

• A declaration that the enterprises meet 

the requirements in this regulation

• A review report issued by the 

competent authority in exporting 

country

3.3 Procedures under Type 1: recommendation from authorities (18 food categories)

Materials shall be submitted in Chinese or English. 
(Guideline)

http://online.customs.gov.cn/static/pages/index.html?guidebookUrl=/static/pages/guides/000129012000/000129012000.html&applyUrl=https://cifer.singlewindow.cn&userType=3&systemType=WEB&taskCode=11100000000014154E1000129012000&flag=false


Product type Current exporters New exporters

Meat, aquatic, dairy and bird nest Not influenced. Follow the new requirements 
specified in “Measures for 
the Safety Administration of 
Imported and Exported 
Foods” and “Administrative 
Provisions on Registration of 
Overseas Manufacturers of 
Imported Foods”.

14 food categories

Casing, bee products, eggs and egg products, 
edible oils and fats, stuffed pasta, edible cereals, 
industrial products of cereal flour and malt, 
preserved and dehydrated vegetables and dried 
beans, seasonings, nuts and seeds, dried fruits, 
unroasted coffee beans and cocoa beans, 
special dietary foods, and health food

Preferential registration:

Enterprises need to submit 
relevant information to their 
local competent authority. The 
authority shall compile a list of 
the whole country and submit to 
GACC prior to Oct. 31, 2021. 
(GACC will expedite the review)

3.3 Two situations under Type 1: recommendation from authorities

https://food.chemlinked.com/database/view/2417
https://food.chemlinked.com/database/view/2406


Overseas enterprises or 
entrusted agent

• Single form or a combination of 

document review, video inspection, 

onsite inspection, etc.

• Approved           grant a registration 

number in China.

• Re-examination

GACC

Submit following document to 

GACC:

• Application form*

• Identity certificate, e.g. 

business license

• A commitment declaration that 

the enterprises meet the 

requirements in this regulation

*Application form include enterprise’s name, located country/area, address, legal representative, contact person, contact info, registration number approved by 

local authority, food category, manufacturing capability, etc.

China International Trade 
Single Window Service System 
(www.singlewindow.cn)

3.4 Procedures under Type 2: individual application (other than 18 food categories)

Registration platform

If register by agent: a 
POA is also needed

(Guideline)

http://www.singlewindow.cn/
http://online.customs.gov.cn/static/pages/index.html?guidebookUrl=/static/pages/guides/000129012000/000129012000.html&applyUrl=https://cifer.singlewindow.cn&userType=3&systemType=WEB&taskCode=11100000000014154E1000129012000&flag=false


Registration steps:
Alert for Overseas Food Manufacturers: the Import Food Enterprises Registration Platform is Launched

3.4 Registration platform

https://www.singlewindow.cn/

Email contact@chemlinked.com for manufacturer registration.

https://food.chemlinked.com/news/food-news/to-enterprises-exporting-foods-to-china-the-registration-platform-for-imported-food-enterprises-is-released
mailto:contact@chemlinked.com


Front page





Choose your food category (google translation)





Registration page



Enterprise information



Enterprise information



Enterprise information (where to find the HS Code)



Manufacturing information



Enterprise statement



Email contact@chemlinked.com for manufacturer registration.

Attachment information

Must upload

Not mandatory

mailto:contact@chemlinked.com


Manufacturer

Applicant (Manufacturer 
or authority)

3.5 Duties for each party

• Get GACC registration approval
• Establish effective food safety 

and sanitation system & 
protection system

• Meet regulations in China
• Non-compliant items were 

found by itself — suspend —
rectify (will not influence the 
registration qualification)

Overseas competent authority

• Review manufacturers before the 
recommendation

• Recommend
• Effective supervision
• Urge manufacturers to be compliant

• be accountable for truthfulness, 
completeness, and legality of the 
submitted materials



PART 04

Other importation requirements 

worth attention — Decree 249



GACC Decree 249 — Administrative Measures on Import and Export Food Safety

Labeling

• Chinese label must be directly printed on the minimum sales packaging of 
imported health food and food for special dietary uses. Affixing label is not 
allowed. 

• Foods for special dietary use: infant formula, FSMP products, supplementary 
foods for infants and young children, complementary foods nutritional 
supplements, sports nutrition, etc.

• Special labeling requirements for aquatic and meat products (dual language)

Food safety management system inspection
• The inspection requirements of food safety management system in overseas 

countries are detailed (article 12-16)

Other importation requirements worth attention4.1



Reference Link

1. GACC Decree 248 — Regulations on the 
Registration and Administration of Overseas 
Manufacturers of Imported Food (link)

2. Interpretation of GACC Decree 248 (link)
3. GACC Decree 249 — Administrative 

Measures on Import and Export Food 
Safety (link)

4. Interpretation of GACC Decree 249 (link)
5. GB 7718 General Standard for the Labeling 

of Prepackaged Foods (link)
6. QA of GB 7718 (link)

7. Guideline: where to download enterprise 
application form, checking list for 
competent authorities, etc.

https://food.chemlinked.com/database/view/2406
https://food.chemlinked.com/database/view/2606
https://food.chemlinked.com/database/view/2417
https://food.chemlinked.com/database/view/2607
https://food.chemlinked.com/database/view/809
https://food.chemlinked.com/database/view/801
http://online.customs.gov.cn/static/pages/index.html?guidebookUrl=/static/pages/guides/000129012000/000129012000.html&applyUrl=https://cifer.singlewindow.cn&userType=3&systemType=WEB&taskCode=11100000000014154E1000129012000&flag=false


Q&A



THANKS

WECHATLINKEDIN food@chemlinked.com

+86(0)571 8609 4444

food.chemlinked.com

lennie@chemlinked.com


